
Shipmat
Duke Lo
08 Dece
 

T
already 
in eight y
family an

 
F

and Mik
3rd comp
got to in
the cere
Force / N
ago and
on Frida
tales, ea
Mike Ma
Doug C
underwa
Beat Arm
 

 
  

H
the annu

te January/
ongworth 
ember 2010

The Christm
February!  
years, we h
nd friends! 

First up is B
ke O’Rourk
pany and D
teract with 

emonies. Th
Navy week

d had so mu
ay and staye
ating and dr
arks, Brad 
onklin, Mik
ay for two y
my, Bob.”  G

Here’s an up
ual TESTFE

/February 2

0 

mas season 
Although N

had a great
 Lots to rep

ob Walter:
ke following
Doug and m

Tim Keatin
his is at leas
end. Pam a
uch fun we 
ed through 
rinking.  Th
Closson, 

ke O’Rourk
years from n
Great repor

pfront thank
EST report 

2011 

came and 
Navy lost th
t season!  H
port this col

:  “Duke, th
 the Air For

me from 7th. 
ng who was
st the seco
and I live ne
returned th
Sunday, g
e’71ers in t
Fred Myers
ke, Bob Wa
now, so put
rt!  Navy wi

ks to Steve
in the colu

went like a
e Comman

Hope your C
lumn.   

e following 
rce game. ’
Our seats w
s on the sid
nd mini-reu
ear Denver

his year. So
iving lots of
the attache
s, Carl Jos
alter, and D
t the word o
ll crush AF

e Ayers for 
mn:  “Hey D

a whirl wind
nder in Chie
Christmas w

note and p
’71 was we
were very c
delines repr
union for 3rd

r, so we cra
ome arrived
f opportunit

ed picture b
sefson, and
David Whit
out in case 
 next year! 

reminding 
Duke, This 

.  Hard to b
efs trophy fo
was joyful a

pictures are
ll represent
close to the
resenting ’7
d company 

ashed their 
 on Thursd
ties for catc
ack row: Da
d front row:
tman.  Plan
anyone wa
  

me that I n
is the 22nd 

believe it’s 
or the first t
and filled wi

e from Wend
ted with 8 f

e field, so w
71 for some
during the 
party two y
ay and som

ching up, te
avid Nicho
 George Sk

ns are 
ants to join 

 

eeded to g
consecutiv

time 
ith 

dy 
from 

we 
e of 
Air 

years 
me 
elling 
ols, 
kirm, 

us.   

et 
ve 



year that we’ve gotten together.  Mike Bluestein, Bill Luckey, Paul Timmins, Roger 
Young and me (Paul McIntire couldn’t make it) gathered at the Bluestein’s in 
Davidsonville. They live near the spot on Rte 50 where you needed to re-uniform 
yourself on returning from DC ( Where I got caught doing just that in the back seat of my 
date’s car one Saturday night early Youngster year – cost me a Class A and 8 weeks’ 
restriction). Blue’s wife and daughter get Good Sports of the Year Award for vacating 
the house; bonus points for living with Blue in the first place. We spent the weekend 
trying to act our age….not our IQ, which has now become easier with the numbers so 
closely aligned. 

“On Friday the three golfers in the group went to Renditions.  This is a course 
with pretend famous holes, so we fit right in as pretend golfers. This was followed by a 
group outing to Whole Foods. Here we observed today’s Mids gathered around the 
salad bar attempting to pick up dinner, and maybe somebody to have dinner with. This 
seemed much healthier than standing out on Church Circle with an open raincoat. That 
evening we polished off some Duty Free liquid Blue got during a Tel Aviv stopover and 
stayed up a little later than usual. Maybe 11:00?    

“Saturday we drove to Cantler’s to eat crab cakes (fresh from the bay -.in 
Thailand) for lunch. Later, after mandatory naps, we discovered that Blue still has the 
16th Co Brigade Flag. This banner has been well used during the past 39 checkered 
years as wallpaper in Annapolis, a race car drop cloth in West Virginia and a shower 
curtain in Nebraska. This day it was photo-op bunting:  Photo left to right – Timo, Rog, 
Blue, Lux, and me.  That night we saw the AA Bowie Bay Sox vs. the New Hampshire 
Fisher Cats.  The ballpark is right next to Rip’s on 301 so we knew how to get home.   

“On Sunday, we left. But not before discussing Prof Bruce Flemming’s NY Times 
piece entitled “The Academies’ March Toward Mediocrity”. We are all a bit too close to 
this to render an objective critique but here’s a thought for Prof. Flemming. We’d like to 
thank him for crafting an article in clear and complete sentences as we, as USNA grads, 
are still capable of reading and thinking in clear and complete sentences. This is despite 
being among the most mediocre Midshipmen of our day. Have a great summer. Steve.”  
Way too much fun – I should crash Testfest!   

 
Next note is a superb update:  “Duke, I am sending this just following Navy’s 

awesome trouncing of Notre Dame.  Last Saturday night, after another splendid victory, 
over SMU, Mary and I were privileged to have dinner in Annapolis with four of our class 
company-mates - Ron Hewett, Bill Hall, Judge Mike Rand, Jim Theis – and spouses.  
No one looked a day over the 17 or 18 we were when we first met 43 plus years ago!  
(And none of us needs glasses, either!).  Of particular interest, Bill Hall’s son, U.S. Army 
Major Christian Hall, and his friend were with us for dinner – Maj Hall departs for 
Afghanistan shortly, on his third deployment into the combat zone.  God bless him and 
all his brave comrades-in-arms! 

“This past June I retired as Deputy Under Secretary of the Air Force 
(International Affairs).  It was a great job and I was honored to lead a fabulous team of 
Airmen, uniformed and civilian, but, after eight plus years of being an Air Force official, I 
decided it was time to return to the private sector and start yet one more career!  Mary 
and I have launched “LEMKIN International, LLC, Consulting and Advisory Services, 
Aerospace-Defense-Government Relations-Energy,” leveraging my international 
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Yolanda.  A memorial service for Griff was held on Saturday, 04 Dec 2010 in Waldorf, 
MD.  

 Too soon it’s time to close.  I hope to report a victory over Army (BEAT ARMY, 
SIR!) and the San Diego State Aztecs next column.  It is now only nine month until our 
reunion, October 2011.  Please keep our classmates and their families in your prayers 
for safe travel and good health.  Pray, too, for the success of our missions in Iraq and 
Afghanistan as well as for our classmates in business and government leadership.  
Time, tide and column due dates wait for no man! 

 Duces Virum, Duke 

 

 


