Steven R. Southard
[bookmark: _GoBack]USNA Class of ’80, 10th Company

	Two days after graduation, I married Gail (Kinkade) Southard and we’ve been together forty years. 
	After completing the nuclear training pipeline, I served aboard USS BLUEFISH (SSN 675), homeported in Norfolk, from 1982 – 1985. After a shore tour as an instructor at the Naval Guided Missiles School Detachment in Norfolk from 1985 – 1987, I left active duty. 
	During my tour on the BLUEFISH, Gail and I had twin daughters, Kelli and Lori and later, a third daughter, Joann. 
	I served in the Navy Reserves for ten years, retiring in 1997 as a Commander. 
	As a civilian, I worked at the Naval Sea Systems Command in Washington, D.C. for over thirty years, serving in submarine program offices, quality assurance, and technology offices. During that time, I earned a Masters Degree in Systems Engineering from Johns Hopkins University.	
	After I retired from NAVSEA in January 2018, Gail and I moved to Fort Worth, Texas, to be closer to our children and six grandchildren. Retirement has given me more time to pursue my hobby, writing fiction. I’ve had over two dozen short stories published, and my author website is at www.stevenrsouthard.com. 
	
